Forthcoming meetings

Meetings of theSurrey Hills Historical Society
are held on the 8 Tuesday of the month
(February to Novemberat 8pm.

Venue: Maitland Room of The Cottage of the
Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centiat 1 Bedford
Avenue, Surrey Hills

Entry is from the rear of the buildingccessed
from Zeplins Lanewhich runs beside the

building

There is plenty of parking in the adjacent railway
car parkwhich is weHlit at night.

Supper follows the presentation; a contribution
of $4.50 goes to the Neighbourhood Centre.
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Members of the Society and others are
committed to documenting the history of the
area through the Surrey Hills Neighbourhood
Centre Heritage CollectiomMVemeet most
Mondays, 10arBpm. The collection is open to
the public at this time. For further detaiésnail:
heritage@surreyhillsnc.org.au

Items and stories from the collection appear on
the Surrey Hills History Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/SurrexHillsHistory
887879%24593056/and on Victorian Collections
at https://victoriancollections.net.au

Surrey Hills Historical Society committee:
President/ newsletter. Sue Barnett
VicePresident: Euan Walmsley
Secretary: Max Beaton
Treasurer: Jon Agar
General Committee: Dorothy Duncan
ExOfficio: Arthur Tonkin
Newsletter editor: Sue Barnett

Address for postage: C/o Surrey Hills
Neighbourhood Centre
157Union Road, Surrey Hills, 3127
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| had hoped that this newsletter would flag a resumption to
our usual meetings. Sadliy looks as if current restrictions

and everyday sensible precautigmsay see us unable to

meet again facdo-face this yearHowever, | hope the mini

articles here will help keep you connected to our local
history and provide you with an insight insome of the

activities continuing on behind the scenes.

A significant donation d the Margaret

Picken property sketches

Just before wallwent back into lockdown, we receivélde

generous donation of over 50ketches in black ink on
polyester drafting film of local home$hese came from

from Margaret Picken.

From 19681975 Margareworked as a cartographic
draftsman in the mining industry. Almost a decade later,
married with young children, she transferred her skills to
working in the real estate industkyit turned out to be a
careerthat lasted 22 years from 1982005.For most of this
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Margaret Picken, August 2020
Photo ourtesy: Libby Wilson
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assembles polypropylene box in which to

store the donation.

Margaret related thatad { { SG OKSa 6SNBE 2NRS
initially as there were no mobile phones or computers then. |
would take our 2 yeaold son with me to the houses when

the other 2 boys were at school. | photographed houses with
-t 2t N2PAR OF ¥SdeY¥o yIlyRt I RES b C
The photos were used to scale off a sketch in pencil and then
GKFG a1SGOK g1 a 20SNI AR GAGE
AY1Q 61 a MepgiretivoskédSorydite a number of

real estate firmsbut in the Mont AlbertSurrey Hills area it

was largely for Woodardsr FletchersHer sketches were

used to create the images on real estate flyers and the ads in
newspapersThis approach to advertising propertissarted

to changeabout 2003whencoloured photos began teeplace
sketches Margaretproducedher lastreal estate sketches in

late 2005.

a I NB | dedaiiofd our collection and those of other
societies in Boroondara, Whitehorse and other municipalities
is significant, not only because of the artistic merit of the
sketchesand as a documentation of the processit as
important historic records of our buitieritage. Thesketches
are carefuly notated. The process of fully integrating these
into the collection and uploading the individual records to the
Victorian Collections website will be tirednsuming. They

will be linked to any other material we have each property.

It is already apparent that this collection includes properties
that have been demolishedr significantlyaltered. In some
cases, we will also have photos of the properties, but in many
cases, these will be the only visual imagéheim. They will
become important records for family and house historians.
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purchase appropriate archival materials to safely house this
donaion for posterity.
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118 Guildford Road, Surrey Hills; sketch by Margaret Picken, 1989
SHA2020.8.189
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118 Guildford Road is an example of a property which although extant, is much altered Bodain

c1910! f 'y | 2f 4 Q& LINPLISNIIé NBIAAGSNI akKz2ga GKIFIGO (GKS
as estate agent, previously listed at 101 Unia@adRthe Surrey Hall)The next recorded occupants were
several generations of the Isherwood family, members of whom continued to own itaimhiast themid-
1980sand possibly until it was sold in 1988Ithough the house is clearly timbierthe Edwardan style,

GKS avYlft o0dZAfRAY3I 0 GKS SyR 2ianddate@ronRNNB®s I & A
whenan amendment t@overnment regulations required that dairy buildings be constructed from brick.
Many earlier timber structures were sulpgently demolished or repurposedt this time

The side of this small dairy abutted the lanewagning between Croydon and Guildford Roadsl is seen
iNSHP332TIKS S NI A SNJ yI YSa Rt {WDAIME ARGFI2ZNRIzySR SINRRRIRANS € |
buildingwas later converted into a flat.

Left: SHP332LJK2 (G2 o0& YSy 1 +ffx SIENIeé& mdoyn
Right: Internet photo at the time of sale July 2G0&:f: https://www.realestate.com.au/property/11&uildfordrd-
surrevhillsvic3127

Since the above listed salihe land has been sutlivided,the original Edwardia home has had a second
storey addedthe dary building has been demolished ahds beerreplaced by a secondsorey unit.

No 2 Lightfoot Street, Mont Albeiis one of the i A
LINBLISNIIASE& Ay al NBIF NB G Qe
completelydemolished. \
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2014 advertisingphoto; campaign by Marshall White Real
Estatec ref: https://www.realestateview.com.au/real

estate/2-lightfoot-streetmont-albert-vic/property-details
soldresidential7892626/

Built in 1922, this simple Californian bungalow was first occupied/@yer Davis and his wife Olive after
their marriage in 1924. It was sold in 2001 $93,000 and in 2014 for $80,000. It has been replaced by
alarge 2storeyW Y 20ONB y OK OK Il G St dzQ o
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Aerial view used in the 2020 real estate
advertising campaign by Marshall White
clearly shows that the original layout with
the kitchen in an adjacent but separate
building was never altered. Further photo:
of thisunique property can be seen at
https://www.realestate.com.au/sold/prop
erty-housevicmont+albert132448090

The postWW1 building boom filled in many blocks
which had beerd dzo RA A RSR Ay (K
g OFLyd I FGSNI GKS tFyR (
that the Mont AlbertSurrey Hills area had a great
number of these simply designed, affordable hesn
They are fast disappearing. As the name suggests
design concept originated in California. In Melbour
they were often built using red brick; in Sydnesing
liver-coloured brick, limestone in South Australia ar
in Queenslandhey wereelevated anl usually
entirely built of timber with galvanised roofing.

Across the roadrom this simple Californian
bungalowat 1-3 Lightfoot Street (with an earlier
address of 45 Victoria Crescent}silvertorCbuilt in
€1885 Until its sale in April this year by Marshall
White Real Estatet had belonged to members of
the same family.

Lightfoot Street was named after Edwandlliam
[AGKGF220Z F INIAY YSNI
Malvern. He was one of a syndicate of four who
subdivided c13 acres as the Moira Park Estate. Th
were 54 lots. The agent was James Dunn, who
NEGFAYSR [ 20 M F2NJ KAY:Z
Edith Dorothy Dunn, was a talented early
photographer. She married John Albert Freeman ir
MpmMd YR AYKSN deS8RSodiesy dzt
members will remember Kelvin and Ruth Freeman.
who were their children.

EdithDorothy
Dunnc SHP1387
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Research in the time of COVID 19

Many peoplehave taken the opportunity of being home to pick up threads of past historical interest or to
start researching for the first tim& he following three peoplhave agreed to shareneir research We

have been able to assigfith thisin differingdegrees. All help augment our knowledge of the social fabric
of our area.

Projectl: I n search of €& the Cozens family of

In May an interesting research enquiry came in through the Victorian Collections page ¢idtural

consultant inHitchin, UK./ I G KSNAY S 51 @A a ¢ NRGSY, 192@1890 args¢ Hedalsa (

| happened to come across the result adtadio clearance of her work in a junk shop some years after her
death. | suspect as her husband moved away from Sussex (she married late and had no children). | bougt
a representative selection of her work because it was of obvious quality and | readlytl Since then I've

been trying to put more of her history together, which frankly at times is like chasing a ghost and | lack an
photo or image of her. Still I've been getting a bit further recently because I've finally had time (Covid 19 is
good fa something) to concentrate on doing the research propérly.

Apart from documenting the life of the artist whose work she proudly ownk, i KSNRA Y SQ& | AY
eventually produce an article about Moya, to fillane of those gaps in modern British art tosy, and
perhaps also Jamaican art history.

Images of somed 2 & I/ 21 S y:&ddrtesybf Eaghérihe/TAnds

/I T OKSNAYS KFEIR RA&AZO0O20SNBR (KIG az2él GNIYAYSR Fd 0
like many women artists had vanished from sight, apart from a brief entry in the Dictionary of British
Artists and the odd record on the internet when her work came up on ebay or in auctioha8feund

that Moya spent time in Jamaiday’ K S fsheilaGghtindhe Ja@dica School of Arts and Crafits
exhibited widelythereA y G KS f I 0 S ™ ¢ pSheQeturnkds the WKIHNNLDSS 2vEd conka &dnD &
connection with Surrey Hills?

The clueo thiscame n late Februar2020when Catherine \8ited thearchives of theJniversity College
London(UCL)y YR g4I & I 6f S shdentredigtdr fild. ld heaap@idattdidto the Sladiehooln
1938Moyawrote: W¥rom 1926 until 1932, | was educated in Melbourne, Victoria, Australia, firstratedep
Kindergarten School and subsequently at two elementary sshoblelbourneC® KA & a KA FISR /
attention to the Australian electoral rolls. She foune tBozengamilyliving at Wiseman Street, Auburn
between 1922 and 1924 and then at Wandsworth Road, Surrey Hills until i&&te they moved briefly

to Garfield.
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a2 el Qa,FredenckKGodtge Cozensas an engineer, although he doesn't seem to have been
recorded & such whilst in AustralialheWandsworth Roadistings givehis occupation as plasterdie
and his wife Frances Maude (nee Smith) had 4 childksrwell as Moyghere were Walter James,
Dorothy and Leonard Frederick.

| was able to confirm that the Cozens family
lived at 4 Wandsworth Rogdemolishedand
that Moya, Dorothy and Walter attended
nearby Chatham Primary School. Moya was in
fact in the first intake of students when the
school opened on 1 August 19250, Moy and
her brother Walter are probably somewheire
this photoon the left, with the other young
children Thiscommemorative photavastaken
2y UKS aokKz22fQa 2FFAOAL
February 1928.

How can we helgurther?L (G Q& LJS NX,butlnthgpihdgito find & pSatoddf the original house at 4
Wandsworth Road. It was built in c1923, swés probably a Californian bungalow and itikely that the

/| 21 Sya FrYAfe 6SNB AG& TANRIG DA@SHLIay2Rd d dha&yS (EK
attended kindergarten in Surrey Hills rather than Auburn. | wonder which of the private gaders this

might have beeK L QY 3 dzS &tiaghgdzo HoliK Binitg iyf Snion Road.

Project 2: Nurse Victoria Melba Turner (1891-1964) d an extraordinary life

Knowledge of this nurse and midwife came to us througecuestfor an image of Mosgiel Private

| 2 & LIJA (ohefofdhe ImAg@simost sought after by family historigfsr those born at Mosgiel, in
addition to the nane of the doctor, the name Elizabeth Anderson or Victoria Turner may well appear on
the birth certificate as a witness to the birth.

For many decades a career in nursing was one of few available to women, yet details of nursing careers c
be difficult for the family historian to uncover. Registration of nurses was not mandated on a state basis
until the Nurses Board was established on 1 July 1924 and the first available list of registrations occurs in
the Victorian Government Gazette of 13 Aisf1926.The registrations of Elizabeth Anderson and Victoria
Turner show that théwo women wereadmitted to the register on the same day ahddtrained at the
Melbourne Hospital, completing their training just months apart in 191teir friendship anghared
professional livesvereto span decades.
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