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Meetings of the Surrey Hills Historical Society 
are held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month 
(February to November) at 8pm. 
 
Venue: Maitland Room of The Cottage of the 
Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre at 1 Bedford 
Avenue, Surrey Hills. 
Entry is from the rear of the building, accessed 
from Zeplins Lane, which runs beside the 
building. 
There is plenty of parking in the adjacent railway 
car park, which is well-lit at night. 
Supper follows the presentation; a contribution 
of $4.50 goes to the Neighbourhood Centre. 

 

************  
Members of the Society and others are 
committed to documenting the history of the 
area through the Surrey Hills Neighbourhood 
Centre Heritage Collection. We meet most 
Mondays, 10am-3pm. The collection is open to 
the public at this time. For further details email: 
heritage@surreyhillsnc.org.au 
 
Items and stories from the collection appear on 
the Surrey Hills History Facebook  at 
https://www.facebook.com/Surrey-Hills-History-
887879524593056/ and on Victorian Collections 
at https://victoriancollections.net.au 
 

Surrey Hills Historical Society committee: 
President / newsletter: Sue Barnett 

Vice-President: Euan Walmsley 
Secretary: Max Beaton 

Treasurer: Jon Agar 
General Committee: Dorothy Duncan 

Ex-Officio: Arthur Tonkin 
Newsletter editor: Sue Barnett 

 
Address for postage: C/o Surrey Hills 

Neighbourhood Centre 
157 Union Road, Surrey Hills, 3127 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 Forthcoming meetings  and events  ð STILL CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
 

 

 

I had hoped that this newsletter would flag a resumption to 
our usual meetings. Sadly, it looks as if current restrictions, 
and everyday sensible precautions, may see us unable to 
meet again face-to-face this year. However, I hope the mini-
articles here will help keep you connected to our local 
history and provide you with an insight into some of the 
activities continuing on behind the scenes.  
  

A significant donation ð the Margaret 

Picken property sketches  
 
Just before we all went back into lockdown, we received the 
generous donation of over 500 sketches in black ink on 
polyester drafting film of local homes. These came from 
from Margaret Picken.  
 
From 1968-1975 Margaret worked as a cartographic 
draftsman in the mining industry. Almost a decade later, 
married with young children, she transferred her skills to 
working in the real estate industry ς it turned out to be a 
career that lasted 22 years from 1983-2005. For most of this 
ǘƛƳŜ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ǘŀōƭŜΦ  
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Margaret related that: ά{ƪŜǘŎƘŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǇƘƻƴŜ 
initially as there were no mobile phones or computers then. I 
would take our 2 year-old son with me to the houses when 
the other 2 boys were at school. I photographed houses with 
ŀ tƻƭŀǊƻƛŘ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ΨǘƘǳƳōƴŀƛƭΩ ǎƪŜǘŎƘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ 
The photos were used to scale off a sketch in pencil and then 
ǘƘŀǘ ǎƪŜǘŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƻǾŜǊƭŀƛŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŘǊŀŦǘƛƴƎ ŦƛƭƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨǇŜƴ ŀƴŘ 
ƛƴƪΩ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘΦέ Margaret worked for quite a number of 
real estate firms, but in the Mont Albert-Surrey Hills area it 
was largely for Woodards or Fletchers. Her sketches were 
used to create the images on real estate flyers and the ads in 
newspapers. This approach to advertising properties started 
to change about 2003 when coloured photos began to replace 
sketches. Margaret produced her last real estate sketches in 
late 2005.  
 
aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘΩǎ donation to our collection and those of other 
societies in Boroondara, Whitehorse and other municipalities 
is significant, not only because of the artistic merit of the 
sketches and as a documentation of the process, but as 
important historic records of our built heritage. The sketches 
are carefully notated. The process of fully integrating these 
into the collection and uploading the individual records to the 
Victorian Collections website will be time-consuming. They 
will be linked to any other material we have on each property.  
 
It is already apparent that this collection includes properties 
that have been demolished or significantly altered. In some 
cases, we will also have photos of the properties, but in many 
cases, these will be the only visual image of them. They will 
become important records for family and house historians. 
 
.Ŝƭƻǿ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre, ǿŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ approval to 
purchase appropriate archival materials to safely house this 
donation for posterity. 
 

 

118 Guildford Road, Surrey Hills; sketch by Margaret Picken, 1989 
SHA2020.8.189 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Ψ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƻƳŜΩ - Malcolm Barnett 
assembles a polypropylene box in which to 

store the donation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Margaret Picken, August 2020 
Photo courtesy: Libby Wilson 
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118 Guildford Road is an example of a property which although extant, is much altered today. Built in 
c1910, !ƭŀƴ IƻƭǘΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŎŎǳǇŀƴǘ ƻŦ мму DǳƛƭŘŦƻǊŘ wƻŀŘ ǿŀǎ WƻƘƴ ¸ƻǳƴƎΣ 
as estate agent, previously listed at 101 Union Road (the Surrey Hall). The next recorded occupants were 
several generations of the Isherwood family, members of whom continued to own it until at least the mid-
1980s and possibly until it was sold in 1989. Although the house is clearly timber in the Edwardian style, 
ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǿŀȅ ƛƴ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘΩǎ ǎƪŜǘŎƘ ǿŀǎ ōǊƛŎƪ and dated from the 1920Ωs 
when an amendment to government regulations required that dairy buildings be constructed from brick. 
Many earlier timber structures were subsequently demolished or repurposed at this time.  
 
The side of this small dairy abutted the laneway running between Croydon and Guildford Roads and is seen 
in SHP332. TƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ΨDǳƛƭŘŦƻǊŘ 5ŀƛǊȅΩ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ΨLǎƘŜǊǿƻƻŘ 5ŀƛǊȅΩΦ The dairy 
building was later converted into a flat. 
 

   

Since the above listed sale, the land has been sub-divided, the original Edwardian home has had a second 
storey added, the dairy building has been demolished and has been replaced by a second 2-storey unit. 
 
No 2 Lightfoot Street, Mont Albert is one of the 
ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘΩǎ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
completely demolished.  
 

  

 
 
 
 

Built in 1922, this simple Californian bungalow was first occupied by Walter Davis and his wife Olive after 
their marriage in 1924. It was sold in 2001 for $393,000 and in 2014 for $1,280,000. It has been replaced by 
a large 2-storey ΨƳƻŎƪ-CǊŜƴŎƘ ŎƘŀǘŜŀǳΩΦ  
 

Left: SHP332 - ǇƘƻǘƻ ōȅ YŜƴ IŀƭƭΣ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфулΩǎ 
Right: Internet photo at the time of sale July 2008 ς ref: https://www.realestate.com.au/property/118-guildford-rd-

surrey-hills-vic-3127 

2014 advertising photo; campaign by Marshall White Real 
Estate ς ref: https://www.realestateview.com.au/real-
estate/2-lightfoot-street-mont-albert-vic/property-details-
sold-residential-7892626/ 

https://www.realestate.com.au/property/118-guildford-rd-surrey-hills-vic-3127
https://www.realestate.com.au/property/118-guildford-rd-surrey-hills-vic-3127
https://www.realestateview.com.au/real-estate/2-lightfoot-street-mont-albert-vic/property-details-sold-residential-7892626/
https://www.realestateview.com.au/real-estate/2-lightfoot-street-mont-albert-vic/property-details-sold-residential-7892626/
https://www.realestateview.com.au/real-estate/2-lightfoot-street-mont-albert-vic/property-details-sold-residential-7892626/
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SHP1387 ς Edith Dorothy Dunn 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The post-WW1 building boom filled in many blocks 
which had been ǎǳōŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ муулΩǎ ōǳǘ ƭŜŦǘ 
ǾŀŎŀƴǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ŎǊŀǎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ муфлΩǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ 
that the Mont Albert-Surrey Hills area had a great 
number of these simply designed, affordable homes. 
They are fast disappearing. As the name suggests the 
design concept originated in California. In Melbourne 
they were often built using red brick; in Sydney using 
liver-coloured brick, limestone in South Australia and 
in Queensland they were elevated and usually 
entirely built of timber with galvanised roofing. 
 
Across the road from this simple Californian 
bungalow at 1-3 Lightfoot Street (with an earlier 
address of 45 Victoria Crescent) is ΨDulvertonΩ built in 
c1885. Until its sale in April this year by Marshall 
White Real Estate, it had belonged to members of 
the same family.  
 
Lightfoot Street was named after Edward William 
[ƛƎƘǘŦƻƻǘΣ ŀ ƎǊŀƛƴ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴǘ ƻŦ ΨaƻƛǊŀΩ ƛƴ CƛƴŎƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ 
Malvern. He was one of a syndicate of four who 
subdivided c13 acres as the Moira Park Estate. There 
were 54 lots. The agent was James Dunn, who 
ǊŜǘŀƛƴŜŘ [ƻǘ м ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΦ WŀƳŜǎ 5ǳƴƴΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ 
Edith Dorothy Dunn, was a talented early 
photographer. She married John Albert Freeman in 
мфмф ŀƴŘ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŜŘ Ψ5ǳƭǾŜǊǘƻƴΩΦ [ƻƴƎ-term Society 
members will remember Kelvin and Ruth Freeman, 
who were their children. 

 

 

Ref: SLV, Batten & Percy Collection 

Aerial view used in the 2020 real estate 
advertising campaign by Marshall White 
clearly shows that the original layout with 
the kitchen in an adjacent but separate 
building was never altered. Further photos 
of this unique property can be seen at  
https://www.realestate.com.au/sold/prop
erty-house-vic-mont+albert-132448090 
 

Edith Dorothy 
Dunn ς SHP1387 

https://www.realestate.com.au/sold/property-house-vic-mont+albert-132448090
https://www.realestate.com.au/sold/property-house-vic-mont+albert-132448090
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Research in the time of COVID 19  

 
Many people have taken the opportunity of being home to pick up threads of past historical interest or to 
start researching for the first time. The following three people have agreed to share their research. We 
have been able to assist with this in differing degrees. All help augment our knowledge of the social fabric 
of our area. 
 

Project 1:  In search of é the Cozens family of Wandsworth Road  
 

In May an interesting research enquiry came in through the Victorian Collections page from a cultural 
consultant in Hitchin, UK. /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ 5ŀǾƛǎ ǿǊƻǘŜΥ άaȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ όƛƴ aƻȅŀ /ƻȊŜƴǎ, 1920-1990) arose because 
I happened to come across the result of a studio clearance of her work in a junk shop some years after her 
death. I suspect as her husband moved away from Sussex (she married late and had no children). I bought 
a representative selection of her work because it was of obvious quality and I really liked it. Since then I've 
been trying to put more of her history together, which frankly at times is like chasing a ghost and I lack any 
photo or image of her. Still I've been getting a bit further recently because I've finally had time (Covid 19 is 
good for something) to concentrate on doing the research properly.έ  
 
Apart from documenting the life of the artist whose work she proudly owns, /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜΩǎ ŀƛƳ ƛǎ ǘƻ 
eventually produce an article about Moya, to fill in one of those gaps in modern British art history, and 
perhaps also Jamaican art history. 
 

  
 

Images of some of aƻȅŀ /ƻȊŜƴǎΩ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎǎ; courtesy of Catherine Davis. 

 
/ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ ƘŀŘ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ aƻȅŀ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ƭŀŘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мфолΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфплΩǎ ōǳǘ,  
like many women artists had vanished from sight, apart from a brief entry in the Dictionary of British 
Artists and the odd record on the internet when her work came up on ebay or in auction. She had found 
that Moya spent time in Jamaica ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мфрлΩǎ; she taught in the Jamaica School of Arts and Crafts and 
exhibited widely there ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мфрлΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфслΩǎΦ She returned to the UK in 1959. {ƻΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ 
connection with Surrey Hills? 
 
The clue to this came in late February 2020 when Catherine visited the archives of the University College 
London (UCL) ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ aƻȅŀΩǎ student register file. In her application to the Slade School in 
1938 Moya wrote: ΨFrom 1926 until 1932, I was educated in Melbourne, Victoria, Australia, first at a private 
Kindergarten School and subsequently at two elementary schools in Melbourne.Ω ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƛŦǘŜŘ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜΩǎ 
attention to the Australian electoral rolls. She found the Cozens family living at Wiseman Street, Auburn 
between 1922 and 1924 and then at Wandsworth Road, Surrey Hills until 1931, before they moved briefly 
to Garfield.  
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aƻȅŀΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ, Frederick George Cozens, was an engineer, although he doesn't seem to have been 
recorded as such whilst in Australia.  The Wandsworth Road listings give his occupation as plasterer. He 
and his wife Frances Maude (nee Smith) had 4 children. As well as Moya, there were Walter James, 
Dorothy and Leonard Frederick.  

 

I was able to confirm that the Cozens family 
lived at 4 Wandsworth Road (demolished) and 
that Moya, Dorothy and Walter attended 
nearby Chatham Primary School. Moya was in 
fact in the first intake of students when the 
school opened on 1 August 1927. So, Moya and 
her brother Walter are probably somewhere in 
this photo on the left, with the other young 
children. This commemorative photo was taken 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ Řŀȅ ƻƴ мр 
February 1928. 
 

How can we help further? LǘΩǎ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ, but LΩm hoping to find a photo of the original house at 4 
Wandsworth Road. It was built in c1923, so it was probably a Californian bungalow and it is likely that the 
/ƻȊŜƴǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƛǘǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŎŎǳǇŀƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴΦ DƛǾŜƴ aƻȅŀΩǎ ŀƎŜ ǎƘŜ ǿƻǳƭd have 
attended kindergarten in Surrey Hills rather than Auburn. I wonder which of the private kindergartens this 
might have beenΚ LΩƳ ƎǳŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ attached to Holy Trinity in Union Road.  
 

Project 2: Nurse Victoria Melba Turner (1891-1964) ð an extraordinary life  
 

Knowledge of this nurse and midwife came to us through a request for an image of Mosgiel Private 
IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΦ LǘΩǎ one of the images most sought after by family historians! For those born at Mosgiel, in 
addition to the name of the doctor, the name Elizabeth Anderson or Victoria Turner may well appear on 
the birth certificate as a witness to the birth.  
 

For many decades a career in nursing was one of few available to women, yet details of nursing careers can 
be difficult for the family historian to uncover. Registration of nurses was not mandated on a state basis 
until the Nurses Board was established on 1 July 1924 and the first available list of registrations occurs in 
the Victorian Government Gazette of 13 August 1926. The registrations of Elizabeth Anderson and Victoria 
Turner show that the two women were admitted to the register on the same day and had trained at the 
Melbourne Hospital, completing their training just months apart in 1915. Their friendship and shared 
professional lives were to span decades. 
 

 

 


