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Level crossing removal update
Greg Buchanan
The Surrey Hills Progress Association public meeting in
Holy Redeemer Hall on 29 April was held under COVID
safe conditions but was still filled with standing room
only to hear concerns about the details of the Union Road
and Mont Albert Road Level crossing removal proposals.
Greatly assisted by the skilled chairing of Jane Nathan,
six presentations were made that demonstrated general
support for the removals and the amalgamation of the
two stations into one new premium station, but serious
concerns about the designs so far presented by the Level
Crossing Removal Project team (LXRP).
The meeting was also attended by both Whitehorse and
Boroondara Mayor, councillors, and local state politicians.
A lively question and answer session with the presenting
panellists left no doubt that here was a community
determined to achieve a much better outcome to what is
currently on offer from LXRP, a well designed project that
will be a positive legacy for the community for the next 100
years and more.
Surrey Hills Progress Association is calling on the Level
Crossing Removal Project team (LXRP) to sort out major
flaws with the design of the new railway station, which is
planned to replace the two existing stations, Surrey Hills
and Mont Albert. The LXRP will lower the railway line into
a trench beneath Union Road and Mont Albert Road when
they remove the level crossings and the existing stations.
They plan to release a new update of the plans around midJune. The Association says the main problems are around
public safety and accessibility at the main entrances to the
new station, and reduction of the public amenity of Lorne
Parade Reserve and adjacent streets.
The half trench design has the floor level of the new
station concourse at the Surrey Hills end sitting almost
three metres out of the ground, with excessive stairs and
a lengthy zig zag ramp to get up to the entrance, before
encountering many more steps to get down to the station
platform.

The Association believes the access will be uncomfortable
and challenging for many rail patrons, including those
using footpath bound vehicles - wheelchairs, prams,
scooters, and others. The LXRP’s own guidelines state that
rail trench depths are maximised to promote high quality,
universal cross corridor access. In this case, notions about
ease of access for all commuters and providing station
entrances that enhance local connections is totally missing.

Lowering the floor level of the
concourse is feasible

LXRP artist’s impression looking east from Union Road

The Association has obtained engineering advice that
lowering the floor level of the concourse is feasible and
will solve so many related issues. It would overcome the
access problems, the large station building would no
longer overshadow Lorne Parade Reserve and the LXRP
would not need to split the building up, and construct part
of the station building within the park, which they may be
planning to do.
Such a design change would also give the station a more
accessible and direct pedestrian connection back to
the Surrey Hills shopping village – so the change would
have many benefits for the public, traders, and the local
community.
Another winner would be Lorne Parade Reserve, our local
park, which has been public open space since 1908. Access
to the station concourse through the reserve would instead
be a secondary entrance and more comfortable, safe, and
attractive for all people - with less steps and ramps and
more subtle treatment of the reserve. Even some of the
existing mature trees could be retained.

A rail trench and shared user path in Alphington

The Association has written to the Minister for Transport
Infrastructure about these problems and is hoping to see
much better solutions in the mid-year update of the plans.
Greg Buchanan is President of the Surrey Hills Progress
Association and can be contacted at gbuchanan988@
gmail.com

Rail Corridor Residents Group
Susannah Aumann
The Rail Corridor Residents Group is a group of more than
70 residents advocating for more positive level-crossing
removal project outcomes for our community.
We support the removal of the level crossings at Union Road
and Mont Albert Road. However, we’re deeply concerned
about the impact on Surrey Hills and Mont Albert if the
Level Crossing Removal Project’s (LXRP) updated design
(due for release in mid-June) doesn’t include the outcomes
we’ve put forward.
Lorne Parade and Beresford Street are narrow, tree-lined
residential streets that run adjacent to the rail line. The
LXRP is planning to construct a 30-metre-wide rail trench,
amalgamated train station, and shared user path between
Lorne Parade and Beresford Street.
The decision to position a train station on residential streets
is unprecedented and was made without community
consultation.
The rail trench will run for 1.3km and will be lined by twometre barriers.
The impact of the rail trench and loss of mature trees on our
streets extends well beyond Lorne Parade and Beresford
Street to include Sunbury Crescent, Bedford Avenue,
Montrose Street, Windsor Crescent, and Churchill Street.
We’re calling on the LXRP to include the following outcomes
in the updated design:
1. Covering of the trench from Mont Albert Road to the
station building on Lorne Parade and Beresford Street to
orientate station entrances away from homes and create
a link to the Mont Albert Village

2. Landscaping to act as a buffer between residential areas
and rail infrastructure and sympathetic trench screening
3. Maximised rail trench depth to reduce noise and light
pollution and create the opportunity to return space for
landscaping and car parking
The group is also highlighting the critical need for new
traffic and parking management for the streets surrounding
the station to avoid extreme congestion.
If you’re interested in joining the Rail Corridor Residents
Group, please visit facebook.com/groups/railcorridor
or email rcrg3127@gmail.com

Lorne Parade. The mature trees lining the rail line (on the
left) and most, if not all, on-street parking will be lost to
make way for the rail trench, amalgamated station, and
shared user path.

Enter the Boroondara Literary Awards
Applications for the 2021 awards close Friday 27 August at 5pm. Winners will be announced at the end of
November 2021. The Young Writers' Competition offers $5,000 in prize money across various sections. This is
a prose and poetry competition for young people who live, work, or study in Boroondara. The Junior Category
is open pen to young people in school Years 5 and 6. The Middle Category is Open to young people in school
Years 7, 8 and 9. The Senior Category is open to young people in school Years 10, 11 and 12, and young people
not in secondary school, aged 15 to 18 years old as of 1 January 2021.
The Open Short Story Competition is open to all Australian residents, word length between 1,500 and 3,000
words. The Keith Carroll Award of $500 is given to the best entry from a Boroondara resident.
For more details see https://tinyurl.com/ydzp3kek
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The beautiful autumnal scene we
are currently enjoying from the
windows of the Surrey Hills
Neighbourhood Centre seems

As term 2 draws to a close it’s a great time to think about how you might connect with your community
and keep those winter blues at bay! Here at the Centre, we have been preparing a number of new and exciting
one-off workshops which will provide you with all the motivation you’ll need to brave the winter chills, get out
of the house and nurture your creative self. For more information visit us at www.surreyhillsnc.org.au to view
a full listing of our program.

fitting, given the recent changes
at the Centre. We enjoyed a
beautiful send off for Shima Ibuki,
a long serving and much-loved Centre
Manager on Friday 23 April. It was wonderful to celebrate
Shima’s time in the role. I also appreciated the warm
welcome. Thank you to all those who attended. While
Shima will be enjoying time for her writing and other
creative pursuits, I am looking forward to getting to know

Music

the Surrey Hills community better and to working with

Classically connected: a concert for the community

our amazing members, Board, volunteers and staff, as we

Come along and hear some of Victoria’s finest musicians as
they play some of the most beautiful classical pieces for our
community. Proudly brought to you by 3MBS.
Friday 11 June, 2-2.45 pm
Gold coin donation

enter a new season together.
Following lockdowns and a year that largely prevented
us from gathering, it was a privilege to attend the Surrey
Hills ANZAC Dawn Service in Surrey Gardens on 25 April.
It felt so special to be part of a well planned and
attended community event to remember those who
made sacrifices for our country. I really appreciated the
voices of both young and old during the service and
how a range of community groups, schools and local
businesses worked in partnership to deliver a moving
dawn service. These types of local, community events
are never possible without committed volunteers. Thank
you to the committee for their work in coordinating

Sing your heart out ukulele workshop
Improve your Ukulele playing, have fun and experience the joy
of singing with popular “Singalong” songs! This workshop is
suitable for those with a basic knowledge of the Ukulele (C,F, &
G7) chords. Workshops can be taken individually or as a pair.
Enrol now to secure your place, as this is sure to sell out fast.
Part 1: Saturday 17 July, 2-4pm
Part 2: Saturday 9 October, 2-4pm
$35/$30 (members) per workshop

Fitness and Wellbeing
Strength training

thanks also to Navy Health Insurance for funding the

We have a number of spaces left in our ever-popular
Strength Training classes. Facilitated by YMCA instructors,
our strength training classes exercise core muscle groups
using weights. Designed to cover a wide range of abilities.
Contact SHNC for class availability and levels
(medical clearance required prior to commencement)

event with support from Coles Local, Bendigo Bank and

Yoga

Ross-Hunt Real Estate.

Enjoy the benefits of the deeply nourishing Hatha Yoga with our
experienced tutors. Suitable for beginners to experienced yogis.
Term 3, Mondays or Tuesdays
Monday 6-7pm or
Tuesday 6-7pm
$170 (10 weeks)

the program, including members from the Surrey Hills
Neighbourhood Centre, Surrey Hills Progress Association
and Mont Albert and Surrey Hills Rotary Club. Special

Planning is now underway for the Surrey Hills
Music Festival in November. We are excited to be able
to offer this amazing community event again, following
the success of the Surrey Hills Twilight Festival in
February and the cancellation of the Music Festival
last year due to COVID Restrictions. There are lots of
wonderful opportunities to be involved, so please

The Arts
Make a mosaic garden wall plaque

social/support groups. You can also pop in for a cuppa

Enjoy a hands-on workshop with Andrea Hughes in a creative,
fun and relaxed environment where you will make a beautiful
garden wall plaque in two sessions. Andrea Hughes is a
Melbourne-based visual artist who loves to experiment with
mixed mediums and explore different surfaces. Vibrant colours
and unexpected combinations are hallmarks of her work.
Friday 18 June and Friday 25 June, 6-9pm
$150/140 (members) including materials

and chat during office hours. A warm, friendly welcome

Make your own botanical phone case

contact the Centre if you would like to volunteer.
We’d love to hear from you.
Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre offers a fantastic
range of workshops, regular classes/courses, and

awaits, so do drop by and say Hi, we’d love to see you.
Ellen Prior, Centre Manager

Diary dates
Term 2

Monday 19 April – Friday 25 June

Term 3

Monday 12 July – Friday 17 September

To go directly to our website,
use the QR code.

Want to jazz up your phone in your own unique way? In this
workshop, you’ll learn how to make your very own DIY phone
case using botanicals. In this beginner-friendly class, you will be
working with dried flowers, dried fruits, and resin to create your
own phone case. You’ll be amazed at how simple and easy the
process is and will be able to take your own artwork with you
everywhere on your phone.
Saturday 31 July, 9.30-11.30 am
$85

“Sashiko – the next steps”
with Leanne O’Sullivan of Kimono House
Join us for an evening of fun with sashiko stitching - the
popular traditional Japanese decorative hand-stitching
technique. This follow-up from Leanne’s Sashiko introductory
class explores the different tools and method options for
transferring your own traditional and contemporary patterns
onto cloth. An informative class with plenty of time for hands-on
stitching, pattern transfer and more as you take your Sashiko
practice to the next level.
Friday 27 August, 7-9.30pm
$125/$115 (members) Includes a $40 materials kit

Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre 157 Union Road, Surrey Hills 3127
Phone: 9890 2467 enquiries@surreyhillsnc.org.au www.surreyhillsnc.org.au Find us on Facebook

Mixed media
Release your inner creative and explore a new medium.
Includes watercolour, drawing, collage and abstract.
Monday 2.15-4.15 pm
Starts 12 July
$180 (10 weeks)

Children
Help baby sleep with Christine Bladeni,
Sleep Consultant
If you’re experiencing difficulties with baby’s sleep, or just
want to know what’s “normal” for your little one’s age and stage,
come along to this supportive and informative session where
Christine will provide you with the guidance you need to manage
sleep confidently.
Tuesday 22 June, 9.30-11 am
$45

Connect and play
for babies under 12 months of age and their carers
This fortnightly connect group is for parents/carers of babies
under 12 months old. It provides a chance for those caring for
babies to meet others in our community at the same stage in life.
Term 2, 3 sessions for $15:
3 June, 16 June
Term 3, 6 sessions for $30:
15 July, 27 July, 12 August, 26 August, 9 September

Ways to play – free from gender stereotypes
FREE workshop for families
Join us for a fun-filled session the whole family can enjoy.
The Ways To Play workshop will provide families with lots of
fun and creative ideas that will encourage children to play in a
variety of ways that support their learning and development,
free from gender stereotypes. In the session, children will learn
that activities, colours and emotions are for everyone!
This session is intended for families with children aged 0-6.
Friday 25 June, 10-10.45am

Workshops
Beeswax wraps
Learn how to make two wraps and start your journey to
sustainable living. Easy to make at home, they have many
uses, including sealing bowls, wrapping sandwiches and making
lovely gifts.
Friday 11 June, 7-9 pm
$85 including materials

Nearing retirement: what now?
You’ve spent your life accumulating your super and are now
nearing those retirement years you’ve been dreaming about.
What happens now? How can you ensure that you are going to
get the most out of your super? This session is designed for those
who are close to retiring, have recently retired or want to have a
better understanding of options available on the ‘other side’ of
super accumulation phase.
Friday 23 July, 7-9 pm
The Chandler Room, Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre
$20 Includes a wine and cheese supper

Community Conversations
Retired Justice David Harper will entertain us with anecdotes from
his 21 years as a Victorian Supreme Court Judge. David has a long
and distinguished career during which he has made significant
contributions to Law Reform, International Humanitarian Law
(through his involvement with the Red Cross) and to the care and
resettlement of offenders as President of VACRO. Join us for this
fascinating evening as we hear from one of our distinguished locals.
Thursday 24 June, 7-9pm
$15 (includes a glass of sparkling wine on arrival)

Farewell Shima… welcome Ellen
Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre has
bounced back from the COVID lockdowns
and continues to thrive under the new
leadership of Centre Manager, Ellen Prior.
The Centre is very fortunate to have had
Shima Ibuki as Centre Manager over the
past seven years and who creatively kept
things going during the lockdowns, and
now Ellen is leading the Centre in some
new directions in a post- COVID era.
SHNN interviewed Shima as she reflected
on life so far and what might follow. Her
father was one of the first Japanese chefs
in Melbourne and with her mother had a
number of restaurants in inner Melbourne.
Shima Ibuki with husband Simon
Amidst that busy life, Shima spent much
time with her grandparents while doing her schooling, and then completing a Bachelor of
Music in piano at Melbourne University. She also completed a Bachelor of Arts, focussing
on English and creative writing.
Moving to Sydney with husband Simon, Shima and was involved in event management
at the Opera House and other venues, before moving into the financial services sector.
In 2013, she managed the Music Festival at the Neighbourhood Centre, and was then
encouraged to apply for the job vacancy as Centre Manager. At first she was reluctant,
because she had skills in administration but no experience in community development.
However, she realised that the Centre was a special place and she wanted to be part of it.
She loved the challenge of working with a diversity of people, both the volunteers who had
long been a part of Surrey Hills and the Centre, and the staff. She very much appreciated
the help given by Simon, whose day job is corporate IT, and the chance for their children
Hanako, Ethan, and Rainer to experience healthy community involvement in the life of
Surrey Hills in contrast to the materialistic world around them.

Until recently, Ellen has lived in Emerald with husband Chris and their three adult children,
but she has now moved to Mont Albert so she can walk to work at the Neighbourhood
Centre, consistent with her passion about sustainability, local people and community
development.
Ellen and Shima had met before being on the Board of the Inner East Community House
Network. Ellen is a skilled practitioner of community development and has a sound
understanding of what makes communities tick. She is building on the strengths of the
Neighbourhood Centre and focussing on the interests and skills of the many people
who realised the importance of engagement in their local community during the COVID
lockdowns, and the fact that local people need local people.
Ellen is looking to post-COVID creative and imaginative ideas and opportunities and is keen
to support anyone who would like to be involved. She is making sure the Centre continues
to be a safe and welcoming place. Some ideas being developed are sociable tables and
chairs and a veggie garden around the centre, a hang out space for young people, help for
study and informal music and afternoon tea for school aged children after school, a space
for all ages and intergenerational interaction, and programs for parents and babies under
12 months old. In the short term, a small extension of the Chandler Room to the south will
provide better furniture storage and free up the main space, but the increasing activity will
also require Boroondara Council to seriously consider how the facilities can be enlarged.
So, call in at 157 Union Road and say hello to Ellen and her team, and put forward your
suggestions as to how this unique centre can continue its development from its embryonic
beginnings more than 40 years ago.

Shima used her considerable creative and artistic skills to facilitate the Centre’s next stage
of growth. It included online bookings, a refreshed program guide for courses, twilight
markets and music festivals, and a wider vision for community development - including
working with Foodbank, the Asylum Seekers Resources Centre, the book and video called
“Sharing Journeys”, stories of local people who had come from elsewhere in the world to
live in Australia, and coordinating the annual Anzac Day Dawn Service.
Shima says she is going to miss the team at the Centre, but she now has time focus on
two key interests: pottery and creative writing, particularly fiction. Her current writing is a
fictionalised account of her life as part of an interracial family, war, and migrants, but there
will be more to come. She is already a very accomplished potter and her work can be seen
at www.etsy.com/au/shop/ShimaCeramicsDesigns

Ellen Prior leading next stage of Neighbourhood Centre’s
development

Ellen Prior with colleague Rochelle Anderson

Ellen is very well placed to lead Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre into the next phase of
its development and its recovers from the challenges of the COVID lockdowns. She has
qualifications in Community Development and Sustainability from Swinburn University
and has also been involved there in social housing, neighbourhood renewal, and
vocational education and training programs.
Having worked in two neighbourhood houses, she has been more recently been a
Placemaker at the Hills Hub in Emerald, a beautiful, accessible and integrated facility
that supports various volunteer, community and local business initiatives, bring several
community groups and programs under one roof, and provides a great location for
community, arts and social events.

ED: Apology to Tony Chiodo
As if Collingwood’s poor performance so far this year is not enough, SHNN
wishes to apologise to Tony Chiodo for an error in the page 1 article of the last
edition. It should have read Tony was born in Richmond but then lived the first
12 years above his father’s dry-cleaning shop in Collingwood, a drop kick from
Victoria Park which was then home of the Magpies, and he got to meet many of
the players. Go ‘Pies!
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I N T E R D R A P E
I N T E R I O R S

• Professional Grooming
of all breeds
• Large breeds welcome
• DIY Hydrobathing
• Grooming products
• Bedding, Collars, Leads,
Coats, Toys and more!
• Trainee groomer wanted

PHONE: (03) 9888 6555
490 Whitehorse Rd, Surrey Hills, VIC

Find us on Facebook

Surrey Hills or email wchandler@bigpond.com

$6 million returned to this community

Community Bank Surrey Hills
107 Union Road, Surrey Hills

p: 9890 7188

• Decorating Service
• Curtains & Blinds
• Furniture

Electrical
Services

• Reupholstery
• Accessories
SHOWROOM

Your local electrician,
based in Surrey Hills

Sports Mouthguards

All Electrical Work
Prompt & Reliable Service
Quality Workmanship
Call Jon: 0437 771 918
info@eagelectrical.com.au
REC: 22846

Surrey Hills Neighbourhood News - Issue No. 232 June/July 2021

M–F

fgi

SAT

9–5

10 – 2

154 UNION RD., SURREY HILLS
03 9888 4644
interdrape.com.au

Friends of Wattle Park seeking new members
Euan Walmsley
Since 1992, ‘Friends of Wattle Park’ have planted hundreds
of indigenous plants throughout the park and a range of
wattles around the perimeter, taken weeds like agapanthus,
blackberries and ivy out, watered some plantings in dry
weather and provided tours of the area. At 10am on the
first Saturday of each month from February to December
we meet in the carpark next to the oval and Anzac heritage
area to perform our duties. Our membership numbers have
declined in recent years and we are seeking new members.
Membership is only $5 for individuals and $10 for a family,
and donations are welcome to enable our activities to
continue. In recent year, the Tzu Ching Buddhist group
from Box Hill have been generous with their support on
Saturdays.

Unfortunately severe damage has been done by cyclists
creating new trails down the eastern slope and through
BMX bumps created by both children and adults.
Indigenous orchids and lilies which are rare in parks are
being endangered by such activities.
Will Fowles, the member for Burwood has seen the park
several times and has indicated that State government
funds for new paths and playgrounds amounting to
millions of dollars will be provided in the near future. Our
group hopes to continue to plant throughout the park,
including some of the rare and endangered plants, and
fence off those plants.
The pictures provide impressions of both our plantings, the
damage from BMX mounds, and a Saturday morning gathering.
Your assistance and membership would be welcome.

Euan Walmsley can be contacted at
ewalmsle@bigpond.net.au

Energy efficiency

Bare to beautiful

Whitehorse Council is upgrading more than 850 street
lights to energy efficient LED alternatives between March
to June 2021. Council will not shirk from the light and its
continued commitment to positive action against climate
change and reducing its greenhouse gas emissions. The
streetlights in this period add to about 7,000 which have
been replaced with energy efficient lighting since 2017. The
upgrade will save about 7,250 tonnes of greenhouse gas
emissions during the 20-year life of the lights, equivalent to
taking 1,686 cars off the road for a year.

Boroondara Council is decorating vacant shopfront
windows with artists' botanical illustrations, through the
‘Bare to Beautiful’ program. This free program runs until
August 2021. The creative window displays aim to:
• bring vibrancy and visual appeal back to local shopping
strips after the impacts of COVID-19
• reduce likelihood of graffiti or vandalism
• attract new tenants and retain those that are existing,
and

In addition to these works, Whitehorse Council has
obtained $897,000 via the Australian Government’s Local
Roads and Community Infrastructure Program (Phase 2) to
further its energy efficiency street lighting upgrade works.
Energy efficiency is a key element in reducing greenhouse
emissions and contributing to the achievement of
Council’s carbon reduction targets. The project will reduce
operating costs and improve the public lighting amenity in
local streets. The reduction in energy costs will also allow
more resources to be directed to other public amenities.

• increase visits.

The Anzac Day Dawn Service at Surrey Gardens is an
annual highlight event for our community. Thanks to all
who helped this year, and over the past six years.

This will help with vacant shopfronts that can impact the
feel of a shopping precinct, and make the area seem in
decline. If you are a landlord or managing agent in one
of our 53 shopping strips, you are invited to register your
interest, email localeconomies@boroondara.vic.gov.
au with the subject line ‘Bare to Beautiful’. For more
information call 9278 4814

Osteo
Pilates
Massage

springosteo.com.au
9830 7044
2/486 Whitehorse Rd, Surrey Hills

369
Mont
AlbertAlbert
Road
369
Mont
Road
Mont Albert 3127 ph 8589 1223
Mont
Albert
3127
Breakfast and Lunch - 7 days
ph 8589
Dinner
- Friday1223
and Saturday

Surrey Hills

Hung Le and Uyenvy Le
(formerly Mitton’s Pharmacy)

Experience what
community pharmacy is all about
Proudly supporting Surrey Hills
152 UNION ROAD, SURREY HILLS
TEL 9888 5544

Tony and Anthony Chiodo
Anne, Aisha and Oliver.
150 Union Road, Surrey Hills, 3127
Tel: 9836 7631 Fax: 9836 0077
Mon - Fri 7.00am - 6.00pm
Sat 7.30am - 12.30pm
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.com.au

0439 493 710

Scott Wainwright
Licensed Plumber & Gasfitter

TIME TO
PLANT AND
PRUNE ROSES
673 Canterbury Rd, Surrey Hills
(03) 9890 3162
acornnursery.com.au
Shop in store or online.

