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Opportunities and colours for 2022 
Initially, we looked forward to getting back to ‘normal’ as soon as possible, but as 
COVID-19 morphed into COVID-20 and COVID-21, we realised that some aspects of life 
were going to be different.  We now have the challenge of enjoying life as we swing into 
2022.  Having visitors in our homes again is a pleasant surprise.  Being able to meet in 
restaurants reminds us of what we used to do.  There will be some ongoing restrictions 
and a cautiousness about health protection, but family gatherings, going to school, 
hybrid working arrangements, park parties, church services, weddings, funerals, and 
return to favourite activities, or beginning new ones, are now possible.  Hooray!

The most positive change that COVID restrictions have created is the chance to better 
appreciate our neighbourhood as we walk, albeit chatting to neighbours with our 
mask on, and discovering our very attractive parks and streets which we possibly had 
not seen before. 

A 40kph success for Union Road

Perhaps it is Christmas present.  After many years of lobbying for safety in the Union 
Road shopping centre, the flashing 40kph signs are now operational and apply from 
7am to 7pm seven days a week.  Three cheers, but still take care as you cross the road.

So enjoy making use of the new opportunities, best wishes for the holiday season and 
Christmas, and look positively forward to making 2022 a new year to remember.

Neighbourhood News 40th year! 
While the local community was successfully seeing off the 1970s proposal for a railway 
overpass which would have destroyed the Union Road shopping centre, a small group 
of people opened SHOP (Surrey Hills Our Place) as the embryonic Neighbourhood 
Centre at 157 Union Road.  The interim committee decided that a ‘local rag’ would 
help engage the whole community and convince the councils to be more involved in 
our area.  This too was successful and, beginning with this edition, Neighbourhood 
News is now in its 40th year.

More volunteers now needed to deliver the News

Some of the 1981 volunteer deliverers are still enjoying the two monthly walk around 
their local neighbourhood!  The Neighbourhood Centre is thriving, local shopping 
centres are bouncing back from the COVID challenge, and Neighbourhood News is still 
appreciated as the only local newspaper in 3127 which celebrates the community 
and supports the traders.  Delivering Neighbourhood News is a two hour walk every 
two months.  It is an enjoyable opportunity to get some exercise and chat with the 
neighbours as you deliver.  More volunteers are now needed to both organise and 
deliver the paper, as well as providing stories and photos.  If you or anyone in your 
family can help, please phone the Neighbourhood Centre on 9890 2467 or call in at 
157 Union Road Surrey Hills and look forward to your neighbourhood delivery walk in 
February and beyond.

Christmas, gardens, - and birds 
Bronwyn Long

While digging in the community vegetable garden, I am often accompanied by a 
beautiful Butcher-bird who sits nearby waiting patiently for a worm to turn up.  I really 
enjoy the garden: the feeling of tranquility, the generosity of other gardeners, the 
exchange of ideas and produce, the variation in seasons and - the birds.

A simple definition of community is ‘a group of people who share something in 
common’.  Many of us belong to a number of different communities and shape our 
views according to the prevailing ideas of those particular groups.  During the past 
two years many folk have been cut off from their usual communities and unable to 
discuss their thoughts or just enjoy the company of like-minded friends.  As we look 
towards Christmas and the resumption of a more normal life, perhaps we should 
reflect on how we live so that all people can feel confident that they are valued, 
accepted and able to contribute to the community in which they find themselves.  It 
is a time when we remember that it took a tiny baby, Jesus Christ, to teach us that we 
should, ‘Do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with our God’. 

It has been heartening in the last couple of years, to hear many young people 
expressing their opinions and putting their minds and efforts towards building a 
better society: one concerned about equality, justice, and the health of the planet.  
In 2014, Rev. Dr. Philip Hughes, then Chairman of the Kingswood College Council, 
wrote about educating for purposeful living.  He explained its importance in having 
a clear sense of purpose relating to personal satisfaction and resilience.  It helps 
young people think through philosophies, values and what life is about.  It also may 
clarify future directions in education, work, partnerships, and involvement in wider 
society. Philip engaged in dialogue with the school, various local churches, parents 
and students.  As Kingswood College is associated with the Uniting Church, Phillip 
also suggested that it would be good to provide accommodation for a worshipping 
community on the school site.  This could assist in modelling the all-age journey in 
education and in seeking meaning and purpose in living.  Students and older people 
could talk and work together on social justice activities and welfare projects.

Surrey Hills Uniting Church and Kingswood College have been working on this project 
for a number of years.  Hopefully it will culminate in the church buildings being sold 
and the congregation moving to a chapel within the new complex to be built at 
Kingswood College.  This is an exciting venture, the Surrey Hills congregation and 
students from Kingswood have collaborated on some social justice projects, and we 
can we plant an indigenous garden around the complex and hope that a Butcher-bird 
will fly in to sing for his supper.

Surrey Hills Music Festival 2022 
is coming soon!  
After six lockdowns, months of uncertainty, and a pre-emptive date changes, Surrey 
Hills Music Festival is once again full steam ahead for February 26th 2022 and we're 
hoping this will be the best one yet!

From 11.30am-10pm, the day will be jam-packed live music, food trucks, market stalls, 
and music workshops.  We'll have Community Vibes - Performances from local groups 
and members of the community (11.30am-3pm), Classic Vibes - choirs and orchestral 
performances (1pm-3pm @ Holy Trinity Anglican Church), Chill Vibes - acoustic, indie, 
blues, folk (3pm-6pm), and Night Vibes - high energy, head bopping bands and artists 
playing, pop, soul, r ‘n b and the like (6pm-10pm)

There truly is something for everyone so come along, bring some friends, and spend 
the day with us celebrating the rich culture of live music that Surrey Hills Music 
Festival has been bringing to the neighbourhood for over a decade!  

For more info or if you'd like to volunteer at the festival, send an email to: 
musicfestival@surreyhillsnc.org.au  

Hope to see you there

Emmanuel Cancino,  
Surrey Hills Music Festival Director

A safer Union Road Jenny Neil's colours to behold
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We are thrilled to be back 
and to have the Centre 

bustling with people and 
our regular program of 
classes and activities once 
again. To celebrate and to 

raise funds for the upcom-
ing Music Festival in February 

2022, we will be opening the Centre on Saturday 
11 December from 11am-1pm for some Christ-
mas cheer, music and light refreshments. We do 
hope you will pop down to enjoy listening to 
songs performed by two local community choirs 
alongside our very own Music Festival Director, 
Emmanuel Cancino. There will be a sausage sizzle 
and some free Christmas craft activities for chil-
dren (suitable for ages 18mths+). The rear court-
yard will provide seating and a children’s play 
corner so you can catch up with staff, volunteers, 
neighbours and friends over a cuppa and mince 
pie. All proceeds will support our much-loved 
Music Festival. Why not support our wonder-
ful local traders in Union Road and do a spot of 
Christmas shopping while you’re here? 

Keep an eye out for the Term 1 2022 What’s On 
Guide. We have a great selection of new courses 
and activities next year for children of all ages. 
We are mindful that the pandemic has signifi-
cantly disrupted the lives of everyone, and that 
our young folk have been especially impacted. As 
such, we have a programmed range of options for 
children that supports general health and wellbe-
ing, as well as community connections that cover 
babies, preschoolers, primary aged children and  
teens.

We also continue to focus on supporting the vul-
nerable in our community. The Centre is proud 
to be a collection point for the Asylum Seeker 
Resource Centre Food and Goods Drive. Here is a 
list of most needed items: tuna in oil 400g, tinned 
tomatoes 400g, honey small bottles, raw unsalted 
nuts (almonds, walnuts or cashews), spices small 
packs (cumin, turmeric or chilli), coconut cream, 
sweet and savoury biscuits, dried fruit apricots, 
dates, peanut butter, jam, full cream UHT milk 1 
litre, deodorant, disposable razors, shampoo and 
conditioner, laundry powder max 1kg, dishwash-
ing liquid 1 litre, sanitary products. Items can be 
dropped off at the Centre during the following 
Office hours:

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday (10am-2pm), 
Fridays (10am-1pm)

On behalf of the Board and Staff, we wish you 
and your family a joy-filled Christmas and New 
Year. We very much hope you will join us for the 
Christmas festivities at the Centre on Saturday 11 
December.

Ellen Prior,
Centre Manager.
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Fitness and wwellbeing
Yoga
Enjoy the benefits of the deeply nourishing Hatha Yoga with 
our experienced and much-loved Tutor Virginia. Suitable for 
beginners to experienced yogis alike. 
Mondays 6pm-7pm from 31 January 
Tuesdays 6pm-7pm from 1 February
Thursdays 9.30am -10.30am from 3 February
$180 (10 wks)

Pilates
Strengthen deep abdominal muscles to improve posture, body 
awareness, breathing and increase wellbeing. 
Weekday Pilates Mondays 10am - 11am from 31 January 
$180 (10 wks)
Way Home from Work Pilates Thursdays 5.45-6.45pm  
from 3 February $180 (10 wks)
Teen Pilates Wednesdays 4.30pm-5.30pm from 2 February 
(10 wks) $150

Stillness Meditation
Beyond mindfulness there is stillness.  This class teaches the 
natural experience of profound physical and mental relaxation, 
which, with regular practice reduces anxiety, brings deep rest 
to the mind and nervous system as well as allowing stillness 
into your daily life for living CALM.
Tuesdays 10am-11am from 1 February 
$180 (10 wks)

Futuresteading community
Jade Miles: Urban Gardening sensation!   Whether you 
live in a city apartment or in the suburbs the principles of 
futuresteading offer easy-to-understand information and 
hands-on ideas. Learn to grow delicious food in whatever 
space you have available and feast on healthy, home-cooked 
food for the family. Grow, store, eat, preserve and share 
food that deepens the connections you have with those 
you love.  Included is a copy of Jade’s beautiful new book 
‘Futuresteading’ (RRP $39.95), seeds for your vegetable patch 
and a tour of a nearby sustainable vegetable garden.

Sunday 3 April, 12pm-3.30pm, $98

The arts and creativity
Paper Making
Learn to make beautiful, individual papers suitable for collage, 
stamping books and cards.  Decorative techniques including 
texture and embossing will take your creations to the next 
level. 
Sunday 7 February, 2pm-4.30pm, $85 ($80 members)  

Mixed media Art Classes
Release your inner creative and explore new mediums.  
This class includes watercolour, drawing, collage and abstract 
and is ideal for beginners and experienced artists alike. 
Monday 2.15-4.15 pm
$180 (10 wks) from January 31

Sashiko Stitching - Next Steps
A follow up to the popular Sashiko introductory class explores 
different tools and method options for transferring your own 
traditional and contemporary patterns onto cloth.  Suitable 
for accomplished sewers and those who’ve completed an 
introductory class.
Sunday 20 February, 2pm-4.30pm.  $100 ($90 members) 
Includes $30 of materials.

Workshops
Aged Care: Making an Informed Decision
An information packed session led by Ridgeline Wealth 
Solutions that will de-mystify the financial implications of 
Aged Care decisions.  This session is ideal for those considering 
options for themselves or for a loved one.
Friday 18 March, 5pm-6.30 pm $20

Children and families
LEGO Legends Club! 
Encourage creativity and co-operation during this fun Wednesday 
after school Club! Build LEGO models under the guidance of our 
‘hip’ tutor Hugo.  Each week will have a different theme designed 
to use our extensive LEGO collection to extend your child’s 
thinking.  Children are encouraged to make new friendships whilst 
exploring the boundless possibilities that this medium presents.  
Bring a friend or come and make new ones!  Either way, this NEW 
program is destined to become a hit with the kids!  Suitable for 
Primary School aged children.
Wednesdays 4pm-5pm 
$125 (10 wks) from 2 February 2022

Connect and play 
(for babies under 12 months of age and their carers) 
This weekly connect group is for parents/carers of babies under 
12 months old.  It provides a chance for those caring for babies to 
meet others in our community at the same stage in life. Includes 
occasional special guest speakers.  
Thursdays 10am-12pm
$50 (10 wks) from 3 February  

Playgroups
Our fabulous new Playgroups incorporate a 30 minute session of 
Music and Movement at 10am.  Come along and enjoy a morning 
of  fun with your little one.  Suitable for walking toddlers and 
preschoolers. 
Thursday’s 9am-11.30am from 3 February
Fridays 9am-11.30am from 4 February
$50 (10 wks) 

Toddler/ Preschoolers Yoga
A relaxing half hour that might just help the little ones learn how 
to ‘calm their farm’!!   Parents aren’t needed in class, but must 
complete our child safe procedures and stay nearby.  (Perhaps a 
child-free trip to the Union Road shops could be in order!) 
Mondays 11.30am-12pm
$80 (10 wks) from 31 January

Mums and Bubs Yoga
Mums and Bubs Yoga provides a small, comfortable opportunity 
for mums with babies.  It’s a class where anything goes and 
everything is welcome; exercise with your bub, feed and/or 
change your baby, have a cuddle if they cry or let them sleep 
whilst you workout. Suitable after your 6 week checkup and for 
babies from 6 weeks to beginner crawlers.
Mondays 12.15pm-1pm
$200 (10 weeks) from 31 January

Dance Fitness for Kids
Spend fun active afternoons learning new dances that everyone 
can do!  The focus of this class is enjoyment rather than technique 
and is designed to allow children the freedom to learn the latest 
dance moves in a relaxed environment.   
Mondays 4.30pm-5.30pm
$135 (9 wks) from 31 January

To go directly to our 
website,  
use the QR code.

Diary dates 
Term 4
Monday 4 October – Friday 10 December

Term 1, 2022
Monday 31 January – Friday 8 April
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Tony and Anthony Chiodo
Anne,  Aisha and Oliver.

150 Union Road, Surrey Hills, 3127

Tel: 9836 7631   Fax: 9836 0077

Mon - Fri  7.00am - 6.00pm
Sat  7.30am - 12.30pm

• Professional Grooming 
of  all breeds  

• Large breeds welcome
• DIY Hydrobathing 

• Grooming products

• Trainee groomer wanted

 
• Bedding, Collars, Leads, 

Coats, Toys and more! 

PHONE: (03) 9888 6555
490 Whitehorse Rd, Surrey Hills, VIC

Find us on Facebook

springosteo.com.au 
9830 7044 
2/486 Whitehorse Rd, Surrey Hills 

Osteo 
Pilates 
Massage

673 Canterbury Rd, Surrey Hills
(03) 9890 3162

acornnursery.com.au
Shop in store or online.

GIVE A TRULY
UNIQUE
GIFT

Hung Le and Uyenvy Le
(formerly Mitton’s Pharmacy)

Experience what  
community pharmacy is all about 

Proudly supporting Surrey Hills

152 UNION ROAD, SURREY HILLS 
TEL 9888 5544

Surrey Hills

Surrey Hills Progress Association 
Greg Buchanan

The Surrey Hills Progress Association (SHPA) recently decided to include ‘Mont Albert’ 
in its name in recognition of the broad membership from both suburbs and the similar 
urban character and history.  

The SHPA first met in May 1889 and has had a number of iterations, the last two being 
from 1977-1984 and the present one having commenced in 2010. Early last century 
there was also a Mont Albert Progress Association which was very active through the 
1920-1930s.

The last year has seen strong interest and involvement in the level crossing removal 
project. We now await the final plans to be released by the LXRP, likely to be in the 
New Year. Concept plans for new community spaces at Mont Albert Village and the 
Union Road village have been put forward by the two municipal councils and are 
expected to be included in the final plans.

Preliminary works on the project commenced in November.

Level Crossing Removal Update 
Michael Jacombs, Lindsay Wynne, and Susannah Aumann

If you’ve visited Churchill Street, Mont Albert Village, Lorne Parade, Lorne Parade 
Reserve, or Sunbury Crescent recently, you’ll have noticed significant tree loss. 

The LXRP will remove 550 trees across Surrey Hills and Mont Albert and a further 100 
trees are threatened. 

Residents are working together to try and save remaining trees and advocate for more 
positive project outcomes. 

While there is strong support for level crossing removals, it’s critical we weigh up the 
glossy artists impressions of the new station with the reality of this project: 

LXRP: We’re building a new premium station…

REALITY: Surrey Hills and Mont Albert train stations will be removed. Both shopping 
villages have co-existed with their stations for over a century and their removal risks 
the economic viability and social character of the villages. The new station will be 
shoehorned into narrow residential streets.This is the only project that’s resulted in 
the net loss of a station.

LXRP: The new station car park will be built to modern standards…

REALITY: There will be fewer commuter car parking spaces than there are right now.  

LXRP: We’re rejuvenating Lorne Parade Reserve with new landscaped gardens…

REALITY: Lorne Parade Reserve has been almost clear felled and will ultimately be 
used as a major station entrance. In 2018, Mont Albert was one of the lowest ranked 
suburbs for open space.

LXRP: For every tree we remove, we will plant at least two new trees…

REALITY: 100+ year old trees will be replaced with ‘tube stock’ plants that will never 
reach the same height as the trees we have lost. Residential streets are being ‘moon 
scaped’ and canopy cover destroyed.The design limits the opportunity to re-plant 
trees in areas where the LXRP are removing trees.

Local engineers have identified alternatives to minimise tree loss and mitigate the 
impact of rail infrastructure on residential streets. The LXRP have dismissed the 
alternatives without justification and refuse to share detailed information.

Fundamental questions on traffic modelling and residential amenity are going 
unanswered. 

You might be thinking, ‘You’ve got to break some eggs to make an omelette’. The 
extreme number of eggs being broken combined with the lack of transparency on the 
omelette must be questioned.

Community group launches legal 
action against State Government
Kirsten Langford

Planning Amendment 52.03 turns reserve and residential streets into a railway super 
station.  Friends of Lorne Parade Reserve Inc. (FOLPR) have launched an action in 
the Supreme Court of Victoria against Planning Minister, Richard Wynne, to bring 
the government to task for the abuse of power and lack of consultation over the 
Level Crossing Removal Project (LXRP) at Surrey Hills and Mont Albert.  The Planning 
Amendment gives unprecedented and unchecked power to the Planning Minister 
and the LXRP.  Detrimental effects upon surrounding local streets, homes, parks and 
businesses are airbrushed away.  Consideration for residential amenity, liveability 
and the Governments own planning strategies have been swept aside.  Our local 
community is being bullied by the theft of public assets and amenity.

President of FOLPR and long-time local resident Kirsten Langford said -  
“We are making a stand to question the validity of both Planning Amendment 52.03 
and consequent lack of consultation on the Surrey Hills and Mont Albert LXRP Project.  
We support the removal of unsafe level crossings.  We do not support the LXRP station 
design solution or the theft of our public open spaces, our streets and our historic trees.”

To learn more:
• Follow ‘Surrey Hills Progress Association’ on Facebook. 
• Join the ‘Rail Corridor Residents Group - Surrey Hills and Mont Albert’ Facebook group
• Join the ‘Friends of Lorne Parade Reserve’ Facebook group

Greg Buchanan is President of the Surrey Hills Progress Association.  
Michael Jacombs, Lindsay Wynne, and Susannah Aumann are members of 
the Rail Corridor Residents Group.  Kirsten Langford, President Friends of 
Lorne Parade Reserve Inc (FOLPR)

Christmas Market
Saturday, 18 December (9.00am–1.00pm) 
Treasures & Taste @ Trinity will be returning with a bumper Christmas market, 
and you will find stalls brimming with Christmas fare and gifts.  Lovely hand-
crafted gifts and jewellery for all ages, candles, soaps, children’s clothing and 
toys, quilts, bags, cards, and much more.  Amongst the expected 40 stalls you’ll 
also find Christmas cakes, puddings, biscuits, slices, honey, and chutneys.  
Plants will be outside on Union Road, as will dog treats and you can also enjoy a 
sausage or hamburger from the BBQ that will be operating in the courtyard.  For 
market updates check: www.treasurestastestrinity.com.au/ and www.facebook.
com/TreasuresAndTastesAtTrinity/  Venue: Holy Trinity, corner Union Road and 
Montrose Street, Surrey Hills.  Inquiries: 0412 070 558.
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REC: 22846

Your local electrician,  
based in Surrey Hills

All Electrical Work 
Prompt & Reliable Service 
Quality Workmanship

Call Jon: 0437 771 918 
info@eagelectrical.com.au

Electrical
Services

Sports MouthguardsSports Mouthguards

0439 493 710
Scott Wainwright
Licensed Plumber & Gasfitter

.com.au

369 Mont Albert Road
Mont Albert  3127
ph  8589 1223

369 Mont Albert Road
Mont Albert 3127  ph 8589 1223

Breakfast and Lunch - 7 days
Dinner - Friday and Saturday

fgi

iD 

154 UNION RD., SURREY HILLS 
03 9888 4644 

interdrape.com.au 

I N T E R D R A P E  
I N T E R I O R S  

 

 

• Decorating Service 

• Curtains & Blinds 

• Furniture 

• Reupholstery 

• Accessories 

SHOWROOM 

M – F    9 – 5 

SAT   10 – 2 

 

 

 

Community Bank Surrey Hills
107 Union Road, Surrey Hills

p: 9890 7188

$6 million returned to this community

Surrey Hills Neighbourhood News is published 
for information and interest by Surrey Hills 
Neighbourhood Centre Incorporated, 157 Union 
Road, Surrey Hills, Phone 9890 2467.

Views expressed do not necessarily reflect the 
policy of the Neighbourhood Centre Committee 
of Management, Boroondara Council or 
Whitehorse Council.

Editor:  Bill Chandler  
Setup and Printing:  NEO Pty Ltd Mulgrave

NEXT DEADLINE:   
1 February 2022 at SHNC 157 Union Rd  
Surrey Hills or email wchandler@bigpond.com

Making local 
Shima Ibuki and Kevin Boyd are two local makers in clay 
who are teaming up for their open studio pottery sale in 
early December.  This is the first occasion Shima and Kevin 
have shown work together and they are looking forward 
to sharing their work with the Surrey Hills and wider 
community.  Until recently, Shima was the manager of 

the Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre.  She has been making things in clay for the last 
ten years but decided this year to spend more time in her home studio.  She recently 
launched an online shop via Etsy which sells her work across Australian and overseas.

Kevin has had a long engagement with his local community both as a dedicated 
potter and art teacher.  Recently retired from Camberwell Grammar School, Kevin 
is relishing more time in his studio, but still has connections with the school in their 
on-line drawing program for adults during the lockdowns.  He also teaches drawing 
online with the Box Hill Art Group.  Shima met Kevin at one of his glaze classes and 
discovered that they both live in Surrey Hills.  A friendship was established.

The handcrafts and art in all its forms have played an important role in peoples’ lives, 
particularly over the COVID lockdown period.  Shima and Kevin are appreciative 
of having been able to continue to create during lockdown and they are excited to 
collaborate together as local artists for this Open Studio.  Location: 9 Redvers Street, 
Surrey Hills 3127.  Friday 3 December, 4-8pm; Saturday 4 December, 9am-5pm; 
Sunday 5 December, 10am-4pm.

The Alcove Art Shop 
Nestled in the architecturally designed Box Hill 
Community Arts Centre (BHCAC) is The Alcove Art Shop.  
Here, an artist-run co-operative with the support of the 
BHCAC and the City of Whitehorse, thrives.  At The Alcove, 
you will find a wonderful array of lovingly handmade 
crafts, including ceramics, wood art, jewellery, paintings, 

textiles, papercrafts, soaps and glassware.  Each artist has to go through an approval 
process to become a member, and all items need to be original and handmade. 

Twice a year, The Alcove runs exhibitions at the BHCAC.  During these special 
exhibitions, The Alcove spills into the gallery space of the BHCAC and fills it with 
items celebrating the beauty and joy of that season.  In addition to a feast for your 
eyes, it also provides a wonderful opportunity for you to purchase some special 
creations.  Its annual Christmas A’Fair exhibition will continue until 18 December.  
If you enjoy a leisurely browse of handmade creations while meeting our artists, 
come along between 10am to 4pm Monday to Saturdays. For more information see 
www.alcoveartshop.org.au or like us on our Facebook page  www.facebook.com/
alcoveartshop or Instagram.  We also have an online shop at our website.  Or better 
yet, come into our bricks and mortar shop at 1/470 Station Street (at the corner of 
Combarton Street) Box Hill and browse our special space.

A Christmas Reflection 
Oli Blythe

Dirty nappies, a wailing baby, and complete exhaustion.  That was my first Christmas 
as a father.  Throughout it all, there was one thing that kept me going: love. This 
year, as I approach my second Christmas as a father, I’m hoping that there’ll be a 
little less crying, and a lot more turkey!  Though still plenty of love.  As I reflected 
on my Christmas last year, it made me wonder: what was that first Christmas like 
for Jesus’ parents, Mary and Joseph?  In many ways, I’m sure it was similar to mine: 
dirty nappies, a crying baby, and the lack of sleep that accompanies new-borns.  How 
strange it is that we still celebrate Jesus’ birth more than 2,000 years later. Why?

The answer is ‘love’.  Not the kind of love we have for our family or friends, but rather 
the unfailing love God has for us.  In the historical eye-witness account of Jesus’ life 
written by John, he says this of Jesus: ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.’  
That’s why we still celebrate Christmas.  Because it reminds us that God loves us so 
much that He gave us His Son, so that we might have life!  That is worth celebrating!  
We would love for you to join us at Christmas.  Christmas Carols - Sunday 19 
December:10:15am 5pm (everyone, booking required).  Christmas Day:  9:30am

Oli Blythe is Assistant Minister at St Stephen’s Presbyterian.  
For more details phone 0413 514 722 or see www.shp.org.au

Christmas Services at Holy Trinity Surrey Hills
Sunday 12 December: 7.00pm Service of Lessons and Carols. (Light refreshments 
follow).  Friday 24 December: 6.00pm Children’s Christmas service.  
Friday 24 December: 11.30pm Midnight Mass (Carols from 11.00pm).  
Saturday 25 December: 9.00am Christmas Family Eucharist. Please note that it is 
a DHHS requirement that all who attend these services over the age of 12 are fully 
vaccinated or have a Certificate of Vaccination Exemption from the Commonwealth 
Government. For more information see: www.holytrinity.sh

Christmas Mass Schedule for Surrey Hills Wattle Park Parish 
Christmas Eve - Friday, 24 December: 6.00 pm Our Lady of Perpetual Succour Church, 
Wattle Park - Family Mass. 8.00 pm Our Holy Redeemer Church, Surrey Hills.   
Christmas Day - Saturday, 25 December: 9.00 am Our Lady of Perpetual Succour 
Church, Wattle Park. 10.30 am Our Holy Redeemer Church, Surrey Hills. There will be no 
evening Masses on Christmas Day. Regular Mass Schedule on Sunday 26 December. 
For more information: Parish Office: 9890 2510 shwp@cam.org.au or  
www.ourholyredeemer.cam.org.au

Christmas services at Uniting Church Surrey Hills
Friday 24 December: 7:00pm: Christmas Eve Service. Saturday 25 December: 
09:30am Christmas Day Service. For more information see www.surreyhillsuniting.org

BOX HILL COMMUNITY ARTS CENTRE

470 Station Street, Box Hill VIC 3138

Phone: 9895 8888 
Email: bhcac@whitehorse.vic.gov.au 
Website: www.bhcac.com.au

‘Like us’ on Facebook 
‘Follow us’ on Instagram

ALCOVE ART SHOP                                                                                                                                             
CHRISTMAS A’FAIR              

When: 29 November - 18 December, 2021

Time: Monday - Saturday, 10am - 4pm

Opening: Monday 29 November, 6pm - 8pm

We invite you to join us for our annual Christmas A’Fair exhibition. Our local artisans 
will be showcasing an exciting range of handmade items, including ceramics, 
jewellery, paintings, sculptures, Christmas decorations, textiles and cards.


