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SPREAD THE CHEER... LOCALLY

The festive season is the time of 

goodwill to all: sharing our pleasures, 

bringing joy to others. At the 

Neighbourhood Centre we hope to 

foster a spirit of community to help 

make Surrey Hills a place where you 

- our residents - can feel that you 

belong.

We are fortunate to live in a generally 

prosperous area, but amongst us, 

as cost of living pressures bite ever 

harder, we have a broad range of 

levels of fi nancial security – some 

are comfortable, while others 

regularly struggle to make ends 

meet. Some are trapped in poverty: 

battling to aff ord all the food they 

need, they certainly won’t have 

the funds to join any organised 

activity. This can bring isolation and 

loneliness. 

In light of this the Centre is setting up 

a Community Fund to support those 

among us who are struggling like 

this. The aim is to help in two ways. 

Firstly it will assist isolated individuals, 

who cannot aff ord to access our 

courses, to do so, giving them 

interest, connection and community. 

And secondly we want to maintain 

our popular Community Lunches 

program, which we established this 

year with support from the City of 

Boroondara. These lunches bring 

people together, currently once each 

month, for companionship, laughter, 

chat and a hot meal. We hope that, 

with your support, we’ll be able to 

continue off ering this program.

We’re establishing the fund to meet 

this community need which we 

now face. It will be maintained from 

donations, and we see it representing 

our wonderful community, 

embracing those of us in need.

We’re delighted to report that, thanks 

to the support of the Australian 

Neighbourhood Houses and Centres 

Association, all donations of $20 or 

more will be tax deductible. Between 

$180-$220 will pay for a term’s 

course fee; $250 will fund a whole 

community lunch. We’d welcome 

whatever donation you can give 

towards this; you can donate online 

at this link: https://www.anhca.org/

donate. Our Centre staff  will be 

very happy to help if you need any 

assistance.

We are fortunate to live in such a 

caring, warm-hearted community; 

we thank you in advance for your 

interest. We’d really appreciate your 

donations to this fund, so we can 

help others to participate in the 

community life that most of us enjoy.

We wish you all a very Merry 

Christmas, and a Happy 2026.

Giving others a chance to share in our community

Community Bank Inner East

Contact your local team today:
Surrey Hills Branch
107 Union Road  p: 9890 7188

See the di�erence your banking makes.
Thanks to our shareholders and customers we have provided 
$10 million in sponsorship and grants to this local community. 
Your banking has helped support the clubs, projects and 
organisations at the heart of our local community.

Everyone is welcome.
Whether you’re an existing customer or you’re new to Bendigo 
Bank, we’re here to help you and here to stay in Surrey Hills.

Ashburton | Canterbury | Surrey Hills | Balwyn
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What is a Treaty?

A treaty is a formal agreement 

between two or more parties. 

Treaties between First Peoples and 

governments are in many countries, 

including New Zealand and Canada.1

What is Victoria’s new Treaty?

A fi rst in Australia, a treaty has been 

negotiated between government - 

the Victorian Government - and First 

Peoples. 

On 9 September the Statewide 

Treaty Bill was introduced into the 

Victorian Parliament, to give eff ect 

to the treaty negotiated with the 

First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria.2  

The assembly is the independent 

and democratically elected body 

to represent Traditional Owners of 

Country and Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander peoples in Victoria.

The treaty is about making a better 

and fairer state for all Victorians, by 

ensuring First Peoples have a say 

over the policies that impact them 

and their families.3

The bill passed both houses of 

Parliament in October. Signed on 13 

November by the Co-chairs of the 

First Peoples’ Assembly, the Victorian 

Premier and Minister for Treaty and 

First Peoples, then given Royal Assent 

by Victoria’s Governor, the Treaty is 

now enacted into Victorian law.

The 34-page treaty can be read at 

https://www.treatyvictoria.vic.gov.au. 

It commences with: 

Statewide Treaty

First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria 

Ltd and The State of Victoria

What the Statewide Treaty Bill won’t 

do4

• Change the Victorian or 

Commonwealth Constitution. 

• Establish a ‘third chamber of 

Parliament’ in the legislative 

chamber or house of Victoria’s 

Parliament.

• Change tax laws or provide 

individual fi nancial reparations.

The treaty will offi  cially commence 

on Friday 12 December following a 

Victoria’s Treaty: It’s Here ceremonial 

exchange between the Victorian 

Government and the First Peoples’ 

Assembly, and its celebration at 

Federation Square. All Victorians are 

invited to join this celebration of 

60,000 years of culture, song, dance 

and community.5

1https://www.treatyvictoria.vic.gov.au/what-
treaty

2https://www.treatyvictoria.vic.gov.au/
what-treaty
3https://www.treatyvictoria.vic.gov.au/
what-treaty-will-deliver
4https://www.treatyvictoria.vic.gov.au/what-
treaty-will-deliver#what-this-statewide-treaty-
bill-won’t-do
5https://fi rstpeoplesvic.org/news/austra-
lias-fi rst-treaty-signed-in-victoria/

ON WURUNDJERI COUNTRY
Victoria’s Treaty

Quality lessons                  
Piano, Keyboard,

Guitar, Bass,
Drums &
Singing

- All styles - Pop,  Rock,        Classical                     etc.
- Beginners to Advanced
- All ages - Kids  to Adults

0437 129 987

voodoochildmusic.com.au
104 Union Rd, Surrey Hills

Call Tessa on 0413 987 960 or 
email steertessa@gmail.com

Ready to transform your 
space in 2026?

BOOK NOW FOR A FREE CONSULT

...valued at $495 + gst
If you’re building, renovating, or decorating this 

meeting will give you DESIGN direction in just 90 minutes...
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As many readers will know, 

Gabriel Gaté is a well-known local 

and a cherished member of our 

community. We are delighted to 

share two Christmas recipes he has 

created especially for Surrey Hills 

Neighbourhood News. 

This Christmas entrée suggestion 

doesn’t require much eff ort. I like to 

serve bread and butter with it but 

mayonnaise is also popular. 

• 20 regular green asparagus spears 

(I use the leftover asparagus for 

something else)

• salt

• about 50g fresh goat cheese

• 50ml rich cream 

• 20 thin slices cooked baby 

beetroots

• 4 tbsp extra virgin lemon olive oil

• juice of 1 lemon

• a pinch of curry powder

• salt and freshly ground black 

pepper

• 20 large cooked and peeled 

prawns 

• 10 natural oysters

• ½ cup quality walnut halves, cut 

into small pieces 

• about 3 tbsp fi nely sliced chives 

Wash the asparagus and cook the 

spears in salted boiling water for 

about 4 minutes. Drain and transfer 

to icy cold water to cool for a few 

minutes. 

Mash the goat cheese and fold it 

into the cream. Spoon a little of this 

cheesy cream on top of half of the 

beetroot slices. Top with remaining 

beetroot slices to sandwich the 

cheese.

In a bowl gently mix the lemon 

olive oil, lemon juice, pinch of curry 

powder and season with a little salt 

and pepper.

Season the asparagus spears with 

half the dressing. Season the prawns 

with the remaining dressing. Place 

the beetroot parcels in the centre of 

a serving platter. Arrange asparagus, 

prawns and oysters around. Sprinkle 

walnut pieces over. Sprinkle with 

chives just before serving.

Merry Christmas!

GABRIEL GATÉ’S CHRISTMAS RECIPES 
Gabriel’s Easy Gourmet Christmas platter

Experience uninterrupted garden 
views at Canterbury’s newest 

parkfront address.

Builder appointed. Works underway. 
Significant stamp duty savings apply.

Display suite open daily at 
107 Maling Road Canterbury, 
or call Jeanne on 0466 412 738.

altamiracanterbury.com.au

Artist Impression
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GABRIEL GATÉ’S CHRISTMAS RECIPES 

Helping locals grow beautiful
gardens with confidence.

Open 7 days | 8am - 5pm.

673 Canterbury Rd, Surrey Hills

(03) 9890 3162

acornnursery.com.au

A very popular and easy-to-prepare 

Christmas dessert that you can adapt 

with fruits of your taste. It is lovely 

served in a large, attractive glass 

bowl. Prepare most of the trifl e the 

day before you serve it, but leave 

the topping of fresh fruits to the last 

minute.

You will need a piping bag and:

• 4 cups milk

• 160ml cream

• fi nely grated zest of one large 

orange

• seeds (scraped) of 1 vanilla pod

• 4 gelatine leaves 

• 10 egg yolks

• 200g caster sugar

• 120g plain fl our, sifted

• 50ml Grand Marnier (optional)

• 160g unsalted butter, cut into 

cubes

• 9 mini jam rolls, cut into 2 cm 

slices 

• 500g large strawberries (6 of 

them cut in half) 

• 2 large mangoes, peeled and 

cubed

• 300g blueberries

• 300g raspberries

• 350g cherries

Heat the milk and cream to almost 

boiling point in a medium saucepan. 

Stir in the orange zest and the vanilla 

seeds.

Place gelatine leaves in 2 cups of 

cold water to soften.

Meanwhile, in a bowl whisk egg yolks 

and caster sugar for about 3 minutes, 

then whisk in the sifted fl our.

Pour the hot milk onto the mixture 

in the bowl, stirring well with a 

whisk. Return this preparation to 

the saucepan and, on medium heat, 

bring the preparation back to the 

boil while whisking constantly. The 

mixture will gradually thicken and 

when it is a thickish consistency, 

transfer the contents of the pan to 

the bowl. 

Drain the gelatine and whisk it into 

the custard. Whisk in the Grand 

Marnier and the cubes of butter until 

the preparation is very smooth. Allow 

to cool and refrigerate for at least 

two hours before using.

Transfer the cooled custard to a large 

piping bag.

Place a layer of jam roll pieces on 

the base and sides of serving bowl. 

Pipe a 3cm layer of custard into 

the bowl. Layer some strawberry 

halves, pressing them against the 

glass, leaving a little space between. 

Place some mango, blueberries, 

raspberries and strawberry pieces 

in the spaces between the lining of 

strawberries. 

Add a second layer of custard, then 

line a layer of jam roll pieces against 

the glass. Add more fruits and top 

with a layer of custard (you may have 

some custard left over).

Cover and refrigerate until 10 

minutes before serving.

Garnish the top generously with 

more fruits, including cherries.

Joyeux Noël!

Gabriel’s	Christmas	Mango	and	Berry	Trifl	e
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Course Highlights
Things are starting to slow down a little as we head into 

the festive season and our summer break here at the 

Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre. But we’ll still have a 

few opportunities to stay active and connected, including 

our Summer Strength Training classes, before Term 1 

begins.

We’ve been busy planning a fresh and inspiring program 

for 2026. Here are a few highlights. After a sellout session 

this term, Ambulance Victoria will be back in February 

with a presentation focusing on staying safe and healthy 

during the warmer months. Experience a Japanese 

Tea Ceremony, as part of Cultural Diversity Week, and 

book a slot to have your favourite kitchen knives given a 

professional-quality knife sharpen thanks to one of our 

dedicated volunteers. 

Thank you for being part of our community, we can’t 

wait to welcome you back in the new year!

It’s hard to believe 
how quickly Christmas 
has come around 
again. As we reflect 
upon another 
successful year here at 
the Centre, we want 
to extend Christmas 

wishes to all in 3127. We wish you a safe and 
happy holiday break and look forward to 
seeing many of you again next year, whether 
you’re signing up for a program or course, 
popping in for some FOGO bags or attending 
a weekend event here. 

While it may feel a little early to start thinking 
about learning a new skill or boosting your 
health and wellbeing routine for next year, our 
2026 enrolments are now open. We’d love 
to welcome you into one of our programs, 
whether you’re looking to try something new 
or continue your journey with us. Don’t miss 
out - our classes always fill quickly at the start 
of the year. Book now!

Lastly, can I highlight that our premier event 
for 2026, the Surrey Hills Music Festival, will 
be held on Saturday, 28th of February from 
12.30pm - 10pm. We’d love to see you there. 

Rochelle Anderson, 
Centre Manager

• Term 4 ends Friday 12 December

•	 SHNC office reopens Monday 19 January

•	 Term 1, 2026 commences Tuesday 27 January

• Surrey Hills Music Festival Saturday 28 February

Community
Looking for the perfect space for your next event?

As we look ahead to the new year and start planning for 

upcoming events, parties, meetings and workshops, we 

wanted to remind our community that the Surrey Hills 

Neighbourhood Centre has a wonderful range of rooms 

and spaces available for hire.

Whether you’re hosting a small meeting, a creative 

workshop, a community gathering, or a special 

celebration, our welcoming spaces provide the ideal 

setting. Each room offers flexibility, affordable rates and 

the warm atmosphere our Centre is known for.

You can explore all our venue options, view photos and 

find booking details on our website at 

surreyhillsnc.org.au under the Venue Hire section.

We’d love to help make your next event a success!

(Unfortunately, we can’t take bookings for teen parties)

Diary Dates

To book a workshop, class or activity 

scan the QR code or visit our website 

at www.surreyhillsnc.org.au
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Children and Families
Playgroup

With a new year on the horizon and family routines 

shifting, there may be a few rare opportunities to join our 

much-loved Friday Playgroup. Every term in 2025 sold 

out, with a waiting list of eager families hoping to be part 

of the Friday fun - so don’t miss your chance!

Booking into Term 1 is the best way to secure your spot 

and give yourself priority for 2026.

Led by the wonderful Karen Robotis, our playgroup is a 

sensory delight for little ones and a warm, welcoming 

space for parents, grandparents and caregivers to 

connect, share and build friendships within the 

community.

Fridays	9.30am	-	11am	(from	30	January)	$126

Workshops
Summer Strength Training 

Kickstart the new 

year with vitality 

and movement 

in our Pre-Term 

Summer Strength 

Training Classes! 

These classes off er 

an invigorating way 

to ease back into 

fi tness before Term 

1 offi  cially begins. 

Join us for four 

energising sessions 

focused on building 

strength, fl exibility 

and balance in a 

friendly, relaxed 

environment. 

Leanne Taylor will guide you through exercises tailored 

for all fi tness levels, so no matter your starting point, 

you’ll feel welcome and supported. It’s the perfect 

opportunity to connect with others, stay active and get 

a head start on a healthy 2026. Book your spot and start 

the year feeling refreshed and rejuvenated!

13,	15,	20,	22	Jan	(4	sessions)	9.30am	–	10.30am	-	$60

Centre News
Barb Potter

We were deeply 

saddened to hear 

of the recent 

passing of Barb 

Potter, a much-

loved Life Member 

of the Surrey Hills 

Neighbourhood 

Centre. Barb played 

an instrumental 

role in the early 

establishment of 

the Centre and 

remained an active 

and valued member 

of our community for 

many years. Barb’s dedication, vision and community 

spirit helped shape the welcoming place we all enjoy 

today. Barb Potter will be fondly remembered and greatly 

missed by all who knew her.

Join us for
Friday Structured Playgroup

Per term and casual
attendance available

Fridays: 9.30am - 11am
(during school term)

Barb alongside her portrait by artist 
K McCredie that was entered in the 

Archibold Prize.
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3127 SPORTING NEWS

Pickleball, fun for all ages and 

abilities, is growing fast locally.

A court game that can be enjoyed 

outdoors or indoors, pickleball can 

be played either as singles (2 people) 

or doubles (4 people). Courts are a 

similar size to a doubles badminton 

court, the paddles are wood or 

composite material, and the ball 

is like a plastic wiffl  e ball. Slightly 

diff erent balls are used for indoor 

or outdoor play while a tennis-style 

net is hung 91.5cm on the ends and 

86.4cm at the centre. Boundary lines 

are striped like a tennis court without 

the alleys.

Pickleball’s history

In 1965, in Joel Pritchard’s backyard 

in Washington state, he and friends 

were looking for an activity that 

all their family members could 

participate in. They had an old 

badminton court, table tennis 

paddles and a perforated plastic 

ball. First they placed the net at 

badminton height but as play 

progressed they found the ball 

bounced well so they lowered the 

net to 91.5cm.

Joel’s wife started calling the game 

pickleball because the combination 

of diff erent sports reminded her 

of a pickle boat where the crew’s 

oarsmen were chosen from the 

leftovers of diff erent boats. Later, the 

Pritchard’s got a dog and named him 

Pickles. He loved to chase the wiffl  e 

ball and run off  with it and so the 

‘pickle’ stuck. 

Where to play?

Close to postcode 3127, Boroondara 

Sports Complex in Belmore Road, 

North Balwyn off ers pickleball 

sessions on Tuesdays, Thursdays and 

late Friday afternoons. Each Tuesday 

and Thursday has 2 two-hourly 

sessions - with a total of 28 spots 

for experienced players – and four 

for beginners with game instructions 

provided. The facility also has three 

stadium courts which can be booked 

any time for pickleball.

Local enthusiast, Rodney Con 

Foo, has been playing pickleball 

midweekly at the Complex for 

about eight months. He said: “It’s 

diff erent enough from other sports 

like table tennis or tennis. Sessions 

are inexpensive and the Complex 

supplies bats and balls; it’s very social 

and a lot of fun.”

You can also play pickleball locally 

at Aqualink BoxHill, Box Hill Action 

Indoor Sports or North Balwyn Bowls 

Club. Why not give it a try?

Join	the	pickleball	phenomenon	this	Summer

Sports Mouthguards
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By Tessa Steer, Tessa Designs

As the days get longer and the 

celebrations begin, it’s the perfect 

time to refresh your home for the 

summer festive season. The secret 

lies not in starting from scratch, but in 

layering light, texture and personality.

Start by decluttering surfaces and 

introducing natural materials - think 

linen tablecloths, woven placemats 

and timber accents. Swap out heavy 

throws for lighter fabrics in soft 

neutrals and add a few pops of colour 

through cushions or fl owers to bring 

your space to life.

For entertaining, simplicity always 

shines. A relaxed table set with 

candles, fresh greenery and 

mismatched glassware can feel both 

eff ortless and elegant. If you’re short 

on time, a bowl of citrus or a cluster 

of candles down the centre of the 

table adds instant warmth and charm.

This season, aim for spaces that 

invite conversation and connection 

- homes that feel lived-in, loved and 

ready to celebrate.

3127 HAS STYLE!
Summer Styling for the Festive Season

423 Whitehorse Road Balwyn, 3103 (Opposite McDonalds)
Phone: (03) 9836 2522  Email: sales@travelrite.com.au www.travelrite.com.au

Travelrite International, your local luxury travel 
expert, is a family-owned business celebrating 
40 wonderful years in 2024.
Great cruise deals on Scenic, Viking, Princess, 
Celebrity, Oceania, APT, Silversea, Seabourn, 
Royal Caribbean, Regent Seven Seas, Azamara 
and all other cruise lines.

If you are thinking about a cruise, you are 
unlikely to find a better deal elsewhere.
Good deals and service on all airlines,
tour operators and hotels.

The highly experienced, 
friendly sta� at
TRAVELRITE 
INTERNATIONAL
look forward to helping you 
plan and enjoy your next 
holiday – at a good price!
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Local artist Velda Palazzi has 

been imparting her drawing and 

watercolour skills to classes at the 

Neighbourhood Centre for almost 

twenty years. 

Art has been a big part of my life since 

childhood; I feel lucky to have a gift 

that has sustained me through much 

of my life. And since I have been 

teaching, I can pass that rewarding 

talent on to many others.

The opportunity to start teaching at 

the Centre came up quite by chance. 

I was asked to step in suddenly to take 

over some classes and this made me 

pause and think about how I should 

approach this task. Finding ways to 

pass on my knowledge made me look 

diff erently at what I do and how I do 

it. Needing to analyse taught me a lot 

about my own art.

Teaching art fostered my enthusiasm, 

interest, goals and ways of operating, 

including by experimenting. Gaining 

a sense of achievement taught 

me ways to express myself and to 

overcome diffi  culties. Over the years 

I have formed new friendships and 

learnt to value other peoples’ feelings, 

especially when tactfully critiquing 

students’ work! All this has enhanced 

my sense of value and commitment 

to the role.

I believe people benefi t from classes, 

such as art, for three equal reasons. 

Firstly it’s about the benefi ts of 

opening up to new skills; pupils learn 

basic techniques, methods, ideas and 

materials. At the same time students 

gain from socialising, meeting and 

mixing with new people with similar 

interests. Lastly, immersing yourself 

in something like an art class helps 

people to relax and forget their 

troubles and, in some cases, even 

experience pain relief. One student 

told me: “Velda, I’m always in pain 

but when I come to class, I have two 

hours pain free.” That was wonderful 

to hear and made me realise the 

benefi ts there are beyond just the 

knowledge and practice of art.

You cannot play jazz until you can 

play an instrument. So I aim to teach 

sound, basic methods for both 

drawing and watercolour. Pupils 

learn the tools of the trade and the 

techniques and I pass on skills and 

knowledge that I have learnt over the 

years, focusing on a variety of subjects 

and challenges to give students a 

sense of achievement and interest.

I am very happy with the work I do 

as my students produce some very 

satisfying results. It is truly rewarding 

to see their progress and fi nished 

pieces.

Art from the heart

ARTS AND CULTURE

(03) 9888 5544 @surreyhillspharmacy

Experience what community
pharmacy is all about

Proudly supporting Surrey Hills
since 2001

152 Union Road, Surrey Hills

SURREY HILLS�69 MRQW AOEHUW RRDG
MRQW AOEHUW ��2�  

ph 8589 1223

Breakfast and Lunch
7 days

Dinner
7KXUVGD\� )ULGD\� SDWXUGD\

B I ST R O 369

Velda (left) with a student
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ARTS AND CULTURE

By Chris Kabay - @ckcrochet

Being a huge fan of best-selling Australian author Jane Harper (The 

Dry), it was with great excitement I read her latest book - Last One 

Out. It’s the perfect novel for your summer holiday read. Pour a glass 

of Pinot Grigio and settle in.

The novel is set in the dying rural town of Carralon Ridge, under the 

shadow of a coal mine. Ro Crowley, a doctor and mother, returns to 

the town for the annual memorial of her son, Sam, who disappeared 

fi ve years earlier on his 21st birthday. The story weaves together grief, 

loss and the slow decay of a once-thriving community. There’s a 

mystery at its core, but Harper seems less focused on a ‘whodunit’ and 

more on the psychological and social toll on the town and its people.

If you like literary crime fi ction - books that focus on grief, place and 

the emotional consequences of loss - Last One Out is a strong pick. 

It may not deliver the high-octane thrills of a conventional thriller, 

but its strength lies in psychological realism and social commentary. 

Harper’s ability to anchor her books with a strong sense of place 

just ameliorates with each novel. And no crime writer today could 

compete with her talent for well-formed characters.

Last	One	Out,	Jane	Harper	–	Published	by	MacMillan	Australia

0439 493 710
Scott Wainwright
Licensed Plumber & Gasfitter

.com.au
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CLASSIFIEDS

Surrey Hills Neighbourhood News is published 
for information and interest by Surrey Hills 
Neighbourhood Centre Incorporated, 157 
Union Road, Surrey Hills, Phone 9890 2467.

Views expressed do not necessarily refl ect 
the policy of the Neighbourhood Centre 
Committee of Management, Boroondara 
Council or Whitehorse Council.

Setup and Printing: NEO Pty Ltd Mulgrave

Next edition deadlines:  Content decisions for the 
next edition are made by the editorial committee 
on 4th December. Submissions received after this 
date, may not be able to be printed. 

Next copy deadline: 19th January 2026  

SHNC 157 Union Rd Surrey Hills or email 
manager@surreyhillsnc.org.au

REC: 22846

Your local electrician, 
based in Surrey Hills

All Electrical Work
Prompt & Reliable Service
Quality Workmanship

Call Jon: 0437 771 918
info@eagelectrical.com.au

Electrical
Services

fgi

  99 - 105 Union Rd, Surrey Hills   |   9830 4044   |   rosshunt.com.au  

Proudly family-owned
and run since 1973

As a third-generation real estate agency,
we’ve built our reputation on trust,

transparency, and care. This National
Family Business Day, we celebrate
the vital role family businesses play

in our community.

RH Roofing
F O R A L L Y O U R
R O O F I N G N E E D S .

0418 345 667

rhroofing.invoice@outlook.com

RH Roofing
F O R A L L Y O U R
R O O F I N G N E E D S .

0418 345 667

rhroofing.invoice@outlook.com




